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July 18, 2016 
 

Idaho State Bar Honors Judge Karen 
Lansing  
as Distinguished Jurist 
 
BOISE - Judge Karen Lansing of Boise was selected as the Distinguished Jurist based on her extensive 
service in the name of justice. She was appointed to the Appeals Court in 1993 by Gov. Cecil Andrus, 
and retired on June 30, 2016. She will continue part time as a senior judge. Her career has left a legacy 
of fairness and justice. 

Born and raised near Orofino, Karen earned a political science degree from the University of Idaho. 
For law school, she attended and graduated from the University of Washington’s School of Law. She 
started her law career as an assistant city attorney at the City of Boise, and soon joined the firm of 
Hawley Troxell Ennis & Hawley. Six years later she became a partner. 

She sat on about 9,000 cases and authored more than 2,600 appellate decisions. She serves on the 
Idaho Supreme Court’s Advisory Committee on the Idaho Rules of Evidence, co-chaired the Judicial 
Recruitment Committee and served on the Appellate Rules Committee and the Fairness and Equality 
Committee. 

She served on the Idaho Volunteer Lawyers Policy Council from 1985 to 1996, and on the Idaho 
Law Foundation Long Range Planning Committee from 1999 to 2001. She has also received the Idaho 
State Bar Pro Bono Award in 1993. 

Judge Lansing was appointed to the Idaho Court of Appeals in 1993. She said although she thought 
opinion-writing would be a snap, she said it was an invigorating challenge.   

“The thoroughness of research and the precision that are required for a precedent-setting, 
publishable opinion makes crafting an opinion quite different from writing a brief. My goal was to 
prepare opinions that would not only accurately apply the law to resolve the issues on appeal, but would 
also explain our decision in a way that would demonstrate that the result in the case was fair and just. 
Crafting opinions that approached that goal proved to be much more challenging and time-consuming 
than I expected. The result was that in my early years as a judge, I developed quite a long backlog of 
cases that were assigned to me to author.” 

Judge Lansing said that while some aspects of the job can be isolating, she enjoys hearing oral 
arguments and the “give and take” between lawyers and judges.  

“It was such a pleasure to hear the truly skilled oral advocates elegantly deliver their arguments, 
with ready answers to the questions from the bench.  It made me proud of the profession.” 



She added that although appeals courts do not sentence convicts, she has long been interested in 
alternatives. She offered this overview: 

“I am pleased that in the past several years, under the Supreme Court's leadership the Idaho courts 
are moving toward ‘evidence-based sentencing.’ That means utilizing sentencing alternatives and 
methods that have been shown to be effective in rehabilitating offenders and reducing recidivism.  
Evidence-based sentencing can lead to better outcomes for both offenders and society, while reducing 
costs for the corrections system.  I believe it also enhances the appearance of fairness and parity in 
sentencing.” 
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